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16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
In line with guidance received today from the Department for Education (see extract below) all staff 
and children must not attend school and must self-isolate if they have the following symptoms: 
 

 A continuous cough and/or 

 A temperature (37.8 or above). 
 

When in self-isolation the child must remain in the house for 7 days.  These absences will not impact 
on your child’s attendance figures as they are deemed to be exceptional circumstances.  However, 
if children are well and not sent into school, these absences will be recorded as un-authorised.  If 
your child is unwell with different symptoms, these absences will be authorised.  There are not as 
yet any confirmed cases of COVID -19 in the school. 
 
Can I emphasise how important it is for all of us, at school and at home, to practise good hygiene to 
limit the spread of any infections and help to keep the wider community safe. 
 
Please read the extract below taken from the Department for Education guidance document: 
 

Today, the Department for Education and Public Health England have issued updated guidance for 

education settings on COVID-19.  

Please be aware that the guidance states that:  

 staff and children should stay at home if they are unwell with a new, continuous cough or a 

high temperature to avoid spreading infection to others. Otherwise they should attend 

education or work as normal 

 if staff or children become unwell on site with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature 

they should be sent home 

 staff and children must ensure they wash their hands for 20 seconds more often than usual with 

soap and water or hand sanitiser and catch coughs and sneezes in tissues 
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The updated guidance can be found here:  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-

19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19#contents 

Current advice remains in place: no education or children’s social care setting should close in 

response to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health 

England. 

The Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both children’s education 

and on the workforce would be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be. Decisions 

on future advice to education or children’s social care settings will be taken based on the latest and 

best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower risk group. 

Where a child is in self-isolation, because they have a continuous cough or a temperature in 

accordance with latest information and advice from Department of Health and Social Care and 

Public Health England, the child will be recorded as unable to attend due to exceptional 

circumstances in the attendance register. This will not impact on the child’s attendance figures. 

Where a child cannot attend school due to illness, as normally would happen, the child should be 

recorded as absent and the school will authorise the absence.  

If a child does not attend school, despite the school operating as usual and the child is not self-

isolating and is not unwell, they should be marked as absent. If there is not a valid reason for the 

absence (illness or self-isolation due to the symptoms listed above), the absences will be recorded 

as unauthorised. 
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Handwashing advice 

The most important thing individuals can do to protect themselves is to wash their hands more 

often, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and water. Public Health England recommends that in 

addition to handwashing before eating, and after coughing and sneezing, everyone should also wash 

hands after using toilets and travelling on public transport.  

Watch this short NHS film for guidance:  

 https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU 

Where to find the latest information 

Updates on COVID-19: 

 https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Guidance for educational settings: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-

19 

 

Thank you for all of your continued support.  I look forward to seeing all children in school as usual. 
Please stay safe and well.  If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Katy Kent 
Headteacher 
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